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The future of Afghanistan is yet to be determined, but the debate has abruptly shifted to the future of the 

United States after its withdrawal from Afghanistan. This may be the first time in history that a ruler is sought to be 

punished for ending a war of 20 years. “Pax Americana died in Kabul,” a strategic thinker declares. This is a 

watershed moment that will bring down the curtain on the West’s long ascendency, he predicts. Others say that 

the damage can be limited if U.S. President Joe Biden resigns. Some U.S. Congressmen have submitted a 

questionnaire to Mr. Biden raising such issues as the Taliban acquiring nuclear weapons. Mercifully, there is no 

significant opinion that the U.S. should not have withdrawn its troops or that the U.S. should reoccupy 

Afghanistan. “The U.S. has done the right thing in the wrong way,” says another learned commentator. 

 

Defining event 

To understand the present plight of the U.S., we need to go back to the terrorist bombing of 9/11, which 

was a game-changing global experience. It transformed the geopolitics of the world, which was determined by the 

size of the nuclear arsenals of the nuclear weapon states. The most powerful country in the world, which had the 

capacity to destroy the world many times over, became powerless before a few terrorists, who had only knives and 

forks as weapons. In one clean swoop, the theories of the balance of power, mutually assured destruction and 

nuclear weapons superiority went up in smoke with the Twin Towers of New York. Once the responsibility of the 

attack was traced to Osama bin Laden and the terrorists in Afghanistan, it was imperative for the U.S. to retaliate 

by overthrowing the Taliban regime and hunting out and killing bin Laden. 

 

Benefits of the U.S. presence 

The U.S. accomplished its mission within a short period but it was not able to withdraw because the 

Afghanistan government was unable to withstand the onslaught of the Taliban and other terrorist groups. Even 

neighbouring countries, including India, were strongly in favour of continuing the American presence. Pakistan 

played a double game — of being a partner on the one hand and an adversary on the other. It was not a matter of 

the Americans imposing themselves, but being invited to provide a certain stability for Afghanistan. The result of 

their presence was the prevalence of relative peace in the region except that Pakistan fattened the Taliban with 

American largesse. In the process, the troops in Afghanistan protected the homeland and the Americans, because 

the Taliban and other groups were kept engaged in Afghanistan territory. 

At this moment, when American failures at the time of withdrawal dominate the news, it is worth 

recalling that the U.S. presence in Afghanistan had succeeded in containing the dangers of terrorism for two 

decades. Considering that terrorism has endured in the broader West Asia/Middle East and the attacks and victims 

worldwide are three to five times higher annually than in 2001 (9/11), the benefits of the American presence 

should not be underestimated, even though the cost was high in terms of American money and lives. 

We should also remember that the clear mandate given to Mr. Biden was to clean up the Augean stables 

left behind by his predecessor, President Donald Trump, and how the world as a whole and a majority of the U.S. 

citizens heaved a sigh of relief that the U.S. finally had a predictable, steady and experienced leader to combat the 

novel coronavirus pandemic and racism in the country and to recover its position in the centre of the world that 

the Chinese were hoping to grab. Mr. Biden moved in earnest to return to the Paris Agreement (climate), resume 

the dialogue on the Iran nuclear deal and to reassure America’s traditional allies that the U.S. would stand by 

them. He gave a clear signal to China and Russia that no confrontation would be tolerated, but cooperation, 

wherever possible, will be pursued. 

 

The Afghan exit 

Withdrawal of troops from Afghanistan was yet another unfinished agenda he had inherited and what he 

did was merely to follow up the agreement reached with the Taliban and announce a deadline, in the expectation 

that the Afghan forces trained and equipped by the Americans and the Kabul government would step into the 

vacuum. As Mr. Biden pointed out, the decision about Afghanistan was not just about Afghanistan. It was about 

“ending an era of major military operations to remake other countries”. But the series of events that happened till 

the end of August 2021 completely wiped out what should have been the good ending of a partly successful war 

on terror. 

Even if the exit became a disaster because of the wrong calculations on the part of the military advisers — 

who stand condemned by the retired flag officers for the tragic and avoidable debacle — to declare it as the end of 

http://www.vanik.org/


 

2 

DAILY VOCAB DIGESTIVE (26
th

-OCTOBER-2021) 

 Plot-1441, Opp. IOCL Petrol Pump, CRP Square, Bhubaneswar-751015 

Ph. :8093556677, 9040456677, Web :www.vanik.org, E-mail : vanikbbsr@gmail.com 
 

 

the road for Mr. Biden and the United States is unfair and graceless. History is replete with events of extreme folly 

by rulers who survived because of the many other mitigating factors in their favour. By those standards, the Biden 

presidency has every reason to survive. 

The decisiveness with which he has handled the debris of the exit should receive approbation. As a true 

Commander-in-Chief, he stood by his Generals and took the blame. He has not even been provoked to attack the 

Taliban or to criticise the Afghan forces for their betrayal of their patrons. In fact, he went out of his way to 

announce that the Taliban was helpful in facilitating the evacuation, which was completed before the deadline, 

Interestingly, it was Mr. Biden who set the August 31 deadline, which was turned into an ultimatum by the Taliban. 

Many commentators have argued that the Kabul fiasco was worse than Vietnam, Tehran, 9/11, Iraq and 

COVID-19 because the details of the other disastrous developments had lost their sharpness with the passage of 

time. Whatever may have been the horrors of those events, no President was held accountable for them and 

removed. 

In the case of U.S. President Gerald Ford, 59% of the people said that he deserved none of the blame at 

all. Only 2% held him responsible, though he lost the elections in 1976. President Ronald Reagan’s misadventure in 

Lebanon was criticised by 60% Americans in 1984, but he won the election later that year. There were reasons for 

these Presidents to continue to serve the nation, taking the reverses in certain areas in their stride. As of now, 

there is no alternative to President Biden to lead the country, after his having learnt a bitter lesson from the 

Afghan experience. A CNN commentator remarked that the withdrawal may hurt him in the midterm in 2022 and 

presidential election in 2024. “They could just as easily have no impact at all.” 
  

No setting sun 

Even more unfortunate is the conclusion that the U.S. itself lost its place in the world on account of its 

failure to have a sagacious leader or a competent Commander-in -Chief. A superpower does not sink or rise on 

account of a single leader. It is still the most powerful economic and military power around which the whole 

constellation of the world rotates. In fact, the world has a stake in ensuring that a democratic nation leads the 

world rather than an expansionist dictatorship which has no public opinion to restrain it. The free world has a 

responsibility to maintain the American leadership of the world till a wiser and more benign alternative is found. 

Much has been written about a post-American world for some years now. But it looks that the demise of 

America, as Mark Twain said about the reports of his own death, is greatly exaggerated. 

 

 certainly (adverb) – surely, definitely, 

unquestionably. 

 the end of the road (phrase) – the 

end/conclusion of something. 

 demise (noun) – end, failure, disintegration, fall. 

 misreading (noun) – misinterpretation, 

misunderstanding, incomprehension, 

misapprehension. 

 abruptly (adverb) – suddenly, unexpectedly. 

 withdrawal (noun) – retreat, departure, 

disengagement. 

 sought past participle seek (verb) – try, aim, 

attempt. 

 Pax Americana (noun) – Latin for “American 

Peace”; The period of relative peace in the 

Western world since the end of World War II in 

1945, coinciding with the military and economic 

dominance of the United States. 

 strategic (adjective) – relating to achieving long-

term or overall goals. 

 watershed (moment) (noun) – it used to mean 

‘important changes’ or the ‘turning point’ in a 

situation or event. The event that marks a 

historic change; historic, milestone, landmark 

(moment). 

 bring down/lower the curtain on (phrase) – to 

bring an end to something. 

 the West (noun) – The Western world/civilization 

consisting of the majority of Europe & the North 

America. 

 ascendency (noun) – dominance, control, 

authority. 

 Congressman (noun) – a member of the US 

Congress, especially of the House of 

Representatives. 

 questionnaire (noun) – set of questions. 

 mercifully (adverb) – forgivingly, 

compassionately, leniently. 

 commentator (noun) – critic, analyst, observer. 

 plight (noun) – difficult situation, 

trouble/difficulty, quandary. 
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 geopolitics (noun) – the study of the 

geographical factors (a country’s position on the 

earth, size, climate, and natural resources & etc.) 

in world politics and inter-state relations. 

 arsenal (noun) – array, range, line-up, collection 

of something (e.g. nuclear weapons). 

 in one fell swoop (phrase) – all at once, together, 

at the same time, in one go. 

 balance of power (phrase) – stability in a system 

composed of a number of autonomous forces. 

Whenever the equilibrium is disturbed either by 

an outside force or by a change in one or the 

other elements composing the system, the 

system shows a tendency to re-establish either 

the original or a new equilibrium. 

 superiority (noun) – supremacy, advantage, lead, 

dominance. 

 go up in smoke (phrase) – fail, not succeed, go 

amiss. 

 imperative (adjective) – vitally important, 

necessary, essential, crucial/critical. 

 retaliate (verb) – hit back, counterattack, take 

revenge. 

 overthrow (verb) – remove, topple, oust, unseat, 

bring down. 

 regime (noun) – government. 

 accomplish (verb) – complete, carry out, fulfil, 

achieve, realize, attain successfully. 

 mission (noun) – (military) operation. 

 withstand (verb) – resist, fight, combat, grapple 

with, oppose, face, confront. 

 onslaught (noun) – attack, assault, onrush, 

aggression. 

 in favour of (phrase) – in support of, to the 

advantage of, approve of. 

 double game (noun) – deceitful act/behaviour, 

double-dealing, duplicity, betrayal, faithlessness. 

 on the one hand (phrase) – it is used to 

introduce the first of two contrasting different, 

points, facts, or ways of looking at something.  It 

is always followed later by “on the other hand” 
or ‘on the other’. 

 adversary (noun) – rival, enemy, nemesis, 

opponent. 

 impose oneself (phrase) – intrude, obtrude, 

trespass, impinge. 

 prevalence (noun) – commonness, widespread 

presence, generality, extensiveness, 

ubiquitousness. 

 relative (adjective) – corresponding, comparable, 

correlative, parallel. 

 fatten (verb) – feed up, build up, gain weight, fill 

out. 

 largesse (noun) – generosity, benefaction, 

magnanimity; handouts, grants, aid. 

 recall (verb) – remember, recollect, call to mind, 

think of. 

 decade (noun) – a period of ten years. 

 cost (noun) – sacrifice, loss (needed to 

achieve/get something). 

 in terms of (phrase) – with regard to, 

regarding/concerning, in connection with. 

 mandate (noun) – authority, approval, 

acceptance, ratification, endorsement. 

 Augean stables (noun) – (figuratively) dirty, 

illegal & corrupt places (in Greek mythology, 

Hercules was ordered to clean up King Augeas’ 
stables (a building for horses/cows) which had 

never been cleaned for 30 years. Hercules knew 

this job would mean getting dirty and smelly. He 

had to clean up them in a single day and he 

diverted two nearby two rivers which flowed & 

flushed them out, and all the mess flowed out of 

the stables). (Hercules was a hero in Greek 

mythology). 

 leave behind (phrasal verb) – forget, lose, 

abandon, desert, disown. 

 predecessor (noun) – previous holder of the 

post; forerunner, precursor, antecedent. 

 breathe/heave a sigh of relief (phrase) – to 

suddenly feel relieved (or feel happy) that 

something unpleasant has not happened (sigh is 

a long & deep audible breathing out of relief). 

 racism (noun) – the belief that a particular race is 

superior or inferior to another. 

 grab (verb) – obtain, get, gain (something) 

quickly. 

 in earnest (phrase) – zealously, purposefully, 

determinedly, resolutely, with enthusiasm, with 

dedication, with commitment. 

 Climate Treaty or Paris Agreement/Accord/pact 

(noun) – The Paris Agreement is a legally binding 

international treaty on climate change. It was 

adopted by 196 Parties at COP 21 in Paris, on 12 

December 2015 and entered into force on 4 

November 2016. Its goal is to limit global 

warming to well below 2, preferably to 1.5 

degrees Celsius, compared to pre-industrial 

levels.  
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 resume (verb) – restart, start again, return to. 

 Iran nuclear deal (or) Joint Comprehensive Plan 

of Action (JCPOA) (noun) – JCPOA, known 

commonly as the Iran nuclear deal or Iran deal, is 

an agreement on the Iranian nuclear program 

reached in Vienna on 14 July 2015, between Iran 

and the P5+1 (China, France, Germany, Russia, 

the United Kingdom, and the United States) 

together with the European Union. 

 ally (noun) – a country/state with an alliance 

with another one in which they promise to 

support each other militarily and to defend each 

other. 

 stand by (phrasal verb) – stand up for, support, 

uphold, back. 

 tolerate (verb) – allow, permit, agree to, 

approve. 

 pursue (verb) – engage in, conduct, take part in, 

take up (an activity). 

 inherit (verb) – assume, take over, receive 

something (e.g. a situation & etc.) from a 

predecessor (previous holder of the post). 

 follow up (phrasal verb) – continue/carry on 

something further. 

 vacuum (noun) – gap, lacuna. 

 point out (phrasal verb) – identify, mention, 

indicate, draw attention to. 

 wipe out (phrasal verb) – eliminate, abolish, 

remove (completely). 

 flag officer (noun) – a commissioned officer in a 

nation’s armed forces senior enough to be 

entitled to fly a flag to mark the position from 

which the officer exercises command. 

 tragic (adjective) – disastrous, terrible, awful, 

deplorable. 

 debacle (noun) – fiasco, failure, disaster. 

 graceless (adjective) – inept, socially awkward. 

 replete with (adjective) – filled with, overloaded, 

well supplied/stocked with. 

 folly (noun) – foolishness, stupidity, madness, 

irresponsibility, thoughtlessness. 

 in one’s favour (phrase) – to one’s 

benefit/advantage. 

 decisiveness (noun) – the ability to make 

decisions quickly & successfully. 

 debris (noun) – remains; wreckage, spoilage. 

 approbation (noun) – approval, acceptance, 

support, assent. 

 betrayal (noun) – disloyalty, bad faith, 

faithlessness, falseness; deception, double-

dealing. 

 patron (noun) – supporter, backer, upholder, 

advocate, champion. 

 go out of one’s way (phrase) – take the time, 

take the trouble, make the effort, exert oneself. 

 evacuation (noun) – the act of moving people 

from a dangerous place; depopulation, 

clearance, emptying. 

 ultimatum (noun) – (final) warning, demand, 

notice, conditions/terms. 

 fiasco (noun) – failure, mess/disaster, 

catastrophe. 

 hold someone responsible/accountable for 

(phrase) – blame someone for something. 

 misadventure (noun) – misfortune; 

problem/difficulty, mishap/setback. 

 take something in one’s stride (phrase) – to deal 

with a problem or difficulty in a calm & easy way 

and not allow it to have an effect on you. 

 stride (noun) – step (taken to achieve a goal). 

 on account of (phrase) – because of, owing to, 

due to, by virtue of. 

 sagacious (adjective) – wise, thoughtful, sensible. 

 competent (adjective) – capable, proficient, 

knowledgeable, efficient. 

 superpower (noun) – a very powerful and 

dominant country. This is done through the 

combined means of economic, military, 

technological, political and cultural strength as 

well as diplomatic and soft power influence. 

 sink (verb) – go down, drop, fall, descend. 

 constellation (noun) – similar people or things. 

 stake (noun) – interest, involvement, concern. 

 expansionist (adjective) – relating to a policy by a 

government or country to increase its land or 

power. 

 dictatorship (noun) – totalitarianism, absolute 

rule, autocracy. 

 restrain (verb) – control, regulate, restrict, 

prevent. 

 wiser comparative adjective of wise (adjective) – 

well advised, well thought out, well judged, 

rational, logical. 

 benign (adjective) – caring, considerate, 

thoughtful, generous, accommodating. 

 exaggerate (verb) – overstate, overemphasize, 

overstress, amplify. 
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